Although there are more than 1100 species of Acacia botanically, known distributed throughout the tropical and subtropical areas of the world, the Sudanese major gums of economic importance are gum Arabic, gum talha and Acacia polyacantha gum. These gums are used worldwide as food additives in confectioneries, beverages, pharmaceuticals and cosmetics as well as adhesives materials due to their emulsifying, foaming, flavor fixing properties. Most of the research work is directed towards hashab gum of Acacia senegal trees and to a lesser extent towards gum talha of Acacia seyal trees. Regrettably, Acacia polyacantha gum received very little attention.
